the Standards, which set an overall policy for management of water
quality, and the Criteria, which are descriptive and numerical
standards that describe the allowable parameters and goals for

GROUND WATERS in Connecticut are classified as GAA, GA,
GB and GC. Class GAA designated uses are existing or potential
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SB. Class AA designated uses are existing or proposed drinking
water supplies; habitat for fish and other aquatic life and wildlife;
recreation; and water supply for industry and agriculture. Class A
designated uses are habitat for fish and other aquatic life and
wildlife; potential drinking water supplies; recreation; navigation;
and water supply for industry and agriculture. Class SA designated
uses are habitat for marine fish, other aquatic life and wildlife;
shellfish harvesting for direct human consumption; recreation;
industrial water supply; and navigation. Class B designated uses
are habitat for fish and aquatic life and wildlife; recreation;

together — Ground Water Quality Classifications Poly, Surface

FINAL AQUIFER PROTECTION AREAS (Level A) are included
on the WQC maps for informational purposes. These areas are
anticipated to be reclassified GAA during the next major basin
updates, subject to public participation. The Aquifer Protection
Program helps protect Connecticut’s public drinking water
resources by delineating aquifer protection areas (also called
wellhead protection areas) for public supply wells and establishing
land use regulations within these areas. These areas represent the
land area contributing ground water to active public water supply

to the well field. Final mapping is based on extensive, site-specific,
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Water Quality Classifications Line, and Surface Water Quality
Classifications Poly. The map legend above reflects the content of
these three data sources. These WQC data were initially compiled
on 1:24,000-scale 7.5 minute USGS topographic quadrangle maps
and later digitized at 1:24,000 scale. For example, the Surface
Water Quality Classifications Line and Surface Water Quality
Classifications Poly digital data assigns surface water quality

detailed modeling of the ground water flow system. CT DEEP may
adjust Final area boundaries to be consistent with 1:24,000 scale
topography and base map data where appropriate during the
approval process.

MAJOR DRAINAGE BASIN DATA — Major drainage basins
shown on this map are from Major Basin Line data developed by
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